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Dear Jac
. © Thaank you for your letter of Fobru ry 13 coanceraing the

ad hoc group which has been ecta >iishcc‘ on tho status of
Radio Free Europe (FRE) and Radic Lib Rerty (RL).

As you know, this issue has been under continuous co

W

Y
sideration in the 40 Committece. Recause of its gensitivity,

rYs )

it ig felt that the locus of intera gency policy coordination
should remaliln in that Co:r:n*_..c.c;.. We would, of coursc,
welcome any coatributions, parii cularly on the imuportant
political ramifications of this issue, which » your ad noc
committce can make to the deliberations of the 40 Cox
- mittee which, in turn, will continue to report to the
. President, ' '

Hal Sonnenfeldt of the NS Cs afi whl be availakle to
- participate la the work of the ad hoc group. ’

oo T o o Warm rcg cds,

X

Hdenry A. Kissinper

© . Honorable Joha N. Irwin, I
‘ Under Secretary of State
. Washingtoa, D. C.

- State Dept. review completed
. SECRET/EXDIS :

NSC review completed.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
' WASHINGTON

S/s 7102182

February 15, 1971

Dear Henry:

Secretary Rogers has followed with close attention
recent ‘developments affecting the status of Radio Free
Europe (RFE) and Radio Liberty (RL). 1In particular, he
"believes that the bill which Senator Case introduced on
January 25 to cut off all covert funds in support of RFE
and RL makes it imperative to move promptly to formulate
‘a coordinated USG position on this problem and develop
recommendations for handling the delicate congressional

and public relations aspects of it.

Accordingly, the Secretary has asked Assistant

- Secretary Martin J. Hillenbrand to sert up and chair an’

. ad hoc interagency group to consider alternative ways
of funding RFE and RL. We would appreciate your parti-
‘cipation in this effort and ask that you name a repre-
- sentative to work on this group. Mr. Hillenbrand or
‘his deputy, John Baker of the Department of State

. (telephone 632-2673), will contact your office in the

- near future to arrange an early meeting of the group.

. With warm regards, *

_Singerely,'

e ) ~ ‘f‘! . ,
N
' .-///\‘:45! Ao Nl s =7

The Honorable

Henry A. Kissinger,
N National Security Council.

. SECRET/EXDIS
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have smooth vrospects
recent tendency to cre
(e.g., in the AID Liev

1

thcre are some exa Py
3 o

the MNational Scienc ; re

cextaLnty chat the rForeign Affai and Foreign Relations
Comnmittees, which would be invel in hearings on the
auvtherization, would be symvathe TO such a proposal

or thatl such a mechanism,. 17 ezt izhed, would wnrovide N
over the years ahead funds adecu to the Radios' needs.’
Since the Group 1 inencing was now
damaging the Ad DLllity there is
nevertheless a ce for seeixin ch

the CCOPG.C&CJ_ e

FRS

e G, with
o

The other public

Case s proposal

Lo and annually

the Director of

upordinataed dirvectly
recary of ucaic o
awxwarc cdiplomatically
-and unlikely to ] unds for the Radlos.

It wouvld be, on balance, Dreorzaply a worse alternative
than remaining with the status quo.

Recommendation:

That you approve-ithe attached report ¢f the Inter-
agency Group on Alternatives Zoxr Funding and Control
of RFE and RL and authorize its submission to =n
40 . Committee. .
. Approve
Disapprove -

= e
Supplementary

Tab -
Tab B3 -
Tabh C -
Tap D -

Teb B -
Tab E~-1
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